VICTORY THROUGH HARMONY!

Edition 8 
Newsletter of the Board of Arsenal Supporters' Trust    March 2007

WHO OWNS ARSENAL? – HAVE YOUR SAY
The recent sale of Liverpool FC to American investors is the latest development in a series of big money takeovers at Premier League Clubs. The previous ownership structure of Liverpool was the one that perhaps most reflected the structure we have at Arsenal – namely a Board consisting of long-term supporters of the club.  The new owners claim to have the money to take Liverpool to a new ground and the “next level” despite most of this money be borrowed. Arguably Arsenal’s investment in the new ground has provided the platform to take them to this “new level”. 
Closer to home, just last week the largest shareholder in Arsenal Football Club, Danny Fiszman, sold 695 shares at £6,000 raising him £4m. The buyer at this stage is unknown but will be disclosed in due course. Danny’s stake in Arsenal is now 24.11%, down from 25. 2% and is valued at almost £90m. The speculation related to the reasons behind this sale are many and varied. Time will tell. 
The Board of the Arsenal Supporters Trust has given considerable thought to how we should respond to a takeover of the club. To this end we have prepared a statement addressing this scenario and how we would look to act. But we also want to ensure we are reflecting the views of our membership. We have therefore attached a draft of this statement with this newsletter. If you wish to comment on this then please contact us at  info@arsenaltrust.org  Alternatively you might wish to join one of our monthly meetings.  Our regular meetings are on the second Monday of every month in central London, (Tuesday in April) starting at 6.30pm (all future dates are shown on the website). 

AST BADGE
The Arsenal Supporters Trust continues to go from strength to strength. We now have more than 300 members, own three shares (as of today with a market value of £18,000). and in total represent shareholders with Arsenal shares valued at more than £5m. Our relations with the Club, the media and other stakeholders are strong and we are well placed to have an effective voice in all ownership issues to do with the club. We are grateful to all our Members for their support in helping us to achieve this outcome.

To celebrate this success we have commissioned an Arsenal Supporters Trust badge which is enclosed with this mailing for you.  This badge is only available to members of the Trust and we hope that you will wear it at events such as the AGM to demonstrate your membership of and support for the Trust. 

THE ORPHAN SHARE – ISSUED TO THE AST 
The Trust is now in ownership of the ‘orphan’ share issued to us by the Club at the recent AGM. A pitch side presentation (of a six foot laminate share!) is due to take place before one of the remaining home games of this season.
ARSENAL HOLDINGS PLC – HALF YEARLY RESULTS to 30th November 2006

Enclosed with this report is a short commentary of these results prepared by Nigel Phillips. 

The publication of Arsenal’s figures, a statutory obligation, is a twice a year chance to see what really is going on with the finances and look for any clues on how the “cash” may or may not be impacting on the actions we see going on with the Club. The figures always contain many unknowns and the Trust would welcome more transparency and detail and for this reason media commentary on the figures concentrate on the headlines only and steer clear of the detail. Read the commentary and get in touch with any views or observations.
UNIQUE LIMITED EDITION SIGNED HIGHBURY PRINTS AVAILABLE
In 2006 Karen Neale was commissioned by Tim Jackson, a Trust member to produce two paintings, one from inside the old stadium (North Bank) at Highbury, entitled ‘Highbury on Dennis Bergkamp Day – 15 April 2006 ’ and one from outside the East Stand for the ‘final salute’ entitled ‘Highbury’. The images enclosed are direct from her sketchbook.
Last October Karen and Tim got together with Arsenal’s charity of the season, The Willow Foundation, to produce a limited edition print run of 250 of each sketch. Dennis Bergkamp has signed each of the prints of the match named in his honour, and the five living managers of Arsenal have all signed the prints of Highbury. 

The majority of the prints are held by the Willow Foundation www.willowfoundation.org.uk and are available through charity auctions with all proceeds going to the charity. 

A small number of prints are held by the artist and are available for purchase priced at £350 (unframed) / £400 (framed) for Highbury on Dennis Bergkamp Day – 15 April 2006
and £500 (unframed) / £550 (framed) for Highbury. 

Print size unframed is 61x 40cm, with the image size of 41x15cm landscape. Framed prints are mounted and set in a simple pine frame approximately 65 x45cm.

If you are interested in purchasing either of these limited edition signed prints then please get in touch with the AST by email info@arsenaltrust.org or by telephone on 07709 718545.

Karen’s passion is sketching and painting the world around her in her sketchbook diaries and both Highbury sketches appear in her ‘London in Landscape’ sketchbook published by Methuen and available from all good bookshops. You can find further information about her work at www.karenneale.co.uk
AST QUESTION and ANSWER WITH DAVID DEIN – STILL COMING SOON!
A date for this promised event has yet to be agreed. We are still working on it and very much look forward to inviting Trust members to be a part of what could be an interesting session. Watch this space! 
GET INVOLVED, HAVE YOUR SAY

If you would like to contact us, please call on 07709 718545 or drop us an email to info@arsenaltrust.org. The AST website (www.arsenaltrust.org) is regularly updated with news and articles posted to keep members informed of developments. 

AST are also looking for supporters who can spare a few hours to help us develop pur marketing and communications activity, in particular our website. If you would like to help, we’d love to hear from you.
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